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for Afghanistan: "U.S. Democratic Principles: June 15, 1989 
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tfashin^ton — A .jroup of seven lr?ai!n f ; Afghans called 
their U.S. visit a "moving experience" on how democracy in 
Arerica "protects the rights of Individuals." The seven 
^Plo^ateSt representing various political, cultural ani 
medical associations of Afghan refugees in Pakistan sail in 
an interview with USIA June 13 that they were "particularly 
impressed" by "the hard work" of the American people to 
build "such a free and prosperous country." 

The group's 26-day visit, sponsored by the U.S. 
Information Agency's International Visitors Program, 
included stops in eight U.S. cities. The delegation - ^: ^ v- 
started its scheduled activities ^ay 14 by meeting with Dr. 



Gary Weaver of the School of International Service of The :^^ : ^^0^M 



American University in Washington. ...;_. ^.^; ; '^:f^ 

According to Rabibullah Kafi, a member of the ▼lsitiag^^^^:<|| 

proup and a senior fellow in the Writer's Union of Free - , :;j:.i 

■«V-''.* ■ - *.vr ■.. •^■■f-^-rr 

Afghanistan in Peshawar, talking to Dr. Weaver about 

democracy ani democratic principles was "the high point bt *£$$?%£ 

the visit. As Rafi put it, "Ever/body in the group le«Cftt£d^ 

a great deal about what democracy and what the United ^v 

States are all about' 
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PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

Another participant in the program, Hakim Taniwal, 
explained that during this first visit to the United States 
he learned that American society is based on the value of 
"hard work" and that the American people respect "individual 
rights" a great deal. Taniwal added that when "the work and 
efforts of individuals are fully respected in a society, 
this by itself brings mutual recognition of rights among the 
individuals and creates an atmosphere in which the rights of 
citizens are protected." 
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h.^.ri wory ">nl that tr. a ^^ricar. r »~;)l^ -es^pcl 
"inli viiual 's rights" a ,;reU leal. "aMval alls* that 
when "the work ani efforts of inlUHuah ^re full,, 
re^pectei in » r ociet/ f th i ^ :y i'^eif trir : ,s a nutual 
recognition of rights a~on; t^° iniivlduals aM creates an 
atmosphere in which the rights of citizens are protected." 
According to Taniwal this aspect of American societ, has 
"contributed a lot tc e^ality *vi social progress" in 
America. <- 

The 6 rou P members also explained that after talking 
to many Americans, especially Blacks, they found that the 
United States has co*e a long- way in the area of ciril 
rights and the protection of mtr-.oMty rights* They 
emphasize! that the lavs in this area are "strictly 
implemented" and no one can "ignore the civil rights 
amendments that are attached to the Const ituti on *"<->^4~^U 

According to Habibullah Rafi, "due to Soviet 
propaganda/* when he was in Afghanistan he had the 
impression that "Blacks, American Indians and other 
minorities were not considered equals to Whites and they - 
were stripped of their hasic rights/* But after seeing lt ; 



for himself in most cases minorities are treated as equal 



to Whites and their rights are protected under the UvSy^^ 
Constitution/' He said since Afghanistan also has wattjr* 
minorities, what he learned in the U.S. will he a gdd(lv>*| 
lesson to follow in that country ."<- 




PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

Another memorable event in the United States was the 
group's tour of the U.S. Capitol and meeting with Republican 
Senator Gordon Humphrey of New Hampshire, a leading 
supporter of the Afghan resistance. Akram Baba, a member of 
the delegation said, "I was particularly impressed with the 
way a high and powerful American like the senator would talk 
to us so informally and in such a friendly way.- Another 
member of the group, Yusuf Laghmani, said that "The 
friendliness and hospitality of the American People are the 
things I will never forget."<- 
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leading S'jpp^-t*** of the fc f.j w in "eslsMr.ce. *r:p a .:r "aba, a 
member of th* lele^ti^n c aM t "T v^c particularly 
iTpr°sse1 with tn° way a hijh ard powerful American ll>e 
the senate 1 * wrjH talk to ms so infor-rally and in such a 
friendly way." Another member of th° 6*rouj t Vusuf 
La,;hmani, sail that "The friendliness and hospitality cf 
the American people are the things I will never forget. "<- 

The participants in the program also ^-ave high rra^s 
to their Philadelphia visit. On the significance of the 
Philaielphia stop, Rafl f on behalf of his fellow visiting 
Afghans, sail that "After seeing all that history we came 
to the conclusion that Philadelphia is the political 
cornerstone of the U.S. ani it js the place in which the 
whole process toward building a democratic nation was 
initiated." He also said that "for himself, looking at the 
Liberty Bell was just Hire looking at the Independence 
Monument in Kabul." Rafi, vho has written more than 60 
books on folklore, history ani literature in bis mother 
tongue of Pashto, said the visit to Philadelphia 
strengthened his desire for a free and democratic 
Afghanistan. He said that he has kept detailed notes on 
his trip to the U.S. and once he returns to Pakistan he 
plans to publish them as "short literary and poetic - ■> 

pieces. <- . ^j^ 



PARTIAL TRANSCRIPTION - ORIGINAL FOLLOWS 

Dr. Sima Saman, the director of Malalai Hospital for 
Afghan Refugees in Cuetta, Pakistan, and the only women 
member of the group, commented on how good an experience it 
was for her to see America for the first time and learn 
something about the American way of life. But she 
complained to the organizers of the Afghan Visitors Project 
that in many instances afghan refugee women are not given an 
equal chance to participate in the visitors program and come 
to the United States for a tour. 



>. Sina Sa-a~, the ii-*ct~- *f V *1*1M -csuital for 
Af./Mn ?efu ees in r-etta. ~a>ist=r, * n i the only *o~an 
Timber of the : ; r oup, coTTient^i en hov . 3 oci 3n experience it 
was f o- her to s*e A-neMca fcr th» first ti*^e an I learn 
s^TPtMn^ ahout f he ATeric*n va/ of life. lut she 
ccmplainei to the organizers of th° *f s h?^ Visitors ?-c;ect 
that in many instances 4f r ;han refugee vo-ren a*e not £,iver. 
an equal chance to participate in th» visitors pro-am and 
come to the Unite! States for a tour. *s she put It, 
"During my visit to America I learned a ^reat deal about 
civil rights ani minority rights, ar.i I would like to 
extend the same message about the visitors program, that 
Afghan minorities an! women should be jiver e H ual 
opportunity to participate in the pro-am. "<- 

Many members of the group emphasize! the need to 
expand the Afghan Visitors Program and argued that since 
relations and friendships between nations are strengthened 
more by exchange of ideas and close human contacts, nothing 
can better serve that purpose than such programs. <- 

Besides Washington and Philadelphia, the group 
traveled to Charlotte, Indianapolis, Omaha, the Grand 
Canyon, San Diego and *?ew York.<- 



